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OUTCOME OF THE 20TH MEETING OF MONITORING  

AND ASSESSMENT GROUP (HELCOM MONAS 20-2014) 

 

Introduction  

0.1 In accordance with the decisions of HELCOM MONAS 19/2013 (paragraph 9.7 of the Outcome 
of the meeting) and HELCOM HOD 41/2013 (paragraph 3.1 (LD 96) of the Outcome of meeting), the 
Twentieth Meeting of the Monitoring and Assessment Group (HELCOM MONAS 19/2013), was held on 8-10 
April 2014 at the premises of Norwegian Meteorological Institute in Oslo, Norway. 

0.2 The Meeting was attended by participants from all Contracting Parties, the Observer 
International Council for Exploration of the Seas (ICES), the HELCOM Consultant UNECE Convention of Long 
Range Transboundary Air Pollutants European Monitoring Programme (EMEP) and Invited Guests from the 
project Baltic Sea Information of Accoustic Soundscape (BIAS) and Keep Sweden Tidy. The List of 
Participants is contained in Annex 1. 

0.3 The Meeting was welcomed by Prof. Øystein Hov, Research Director, Norwegian 
Meteorological Institute, on behalf of the host of the Meeting.  

0.4 The Meeting focused on revision of the HELCOM monitoring programmes, development and 
operationalization of core indicators and planning of the execution of a second holistic assessment. 
Thematic sessions on marine litter and underwater noise were also held during the Meeting. 

0.5 The Meeting was chaired by Ms. Anna-Stiina Heiskanen, Finland, Chair of HELCOM MONAS. 
Ms. Ulla Li Zweifel, HELCOM Professional Secretary and Ms. Minna Pyhälä, HELCOM Assisting Professional 
Secretary, acted as secretaries of the Meeting. 

 

Agenda Item 1  Adoption of the Agenda 

Documents: 1-1, 1-2 

1.1 The Meeting adopted the Agenda as contained in documents 1-1 and 1-2. 

 

Agenda Item 2  Streamlining of HELCOM and information by the Secretariat 

Documents: 2-1, 2-2, 2-3, 2-4 

2.1 The Meeting watched a short video about HELCOM prepared on the occasion of the 40th 
Anniversary of the Signing of the 1974 Helsinki Convention.  

2.2 The Meeting took note of information on directions and solutions for streamlined HELCOM 
activities presented by HELCOM Professional Secretary Ms. Ulla Li Zweifel (presentation 1, document 2-2) 
and agreed to apply them in the work of HELCOM MONAS as relevant. 

2.3 The Meeting noted that the future working structure of MONAS and HABITAT groups was still 
not decided and that the new HELCOM working structure is expected to be adopted at HOD 46-2014 (which 
will be held on 16-17 September 2014).  

2.4 The Meeting further noted that Terms of reference for new HELCOM Working groups and 
GEAR are elaborated as part of the new working structure and expected that this would clarify the roles of 
and relationships between and GEAR and the HELCOM scientific/technical working groups. 

2.5 The Meeting took note of the Roadmap of HELCOM activities on Ecosystem Approach which 
provides an outline and timetable for major HELCOM’s activities and deliverables until 2021 (document 2-3) 
and agreed to use it in the planning of deliverables related to monitoring and assessment activities. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=OYUGhK3OGVQ
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2.6 The Meeting noted that HOD 45-2014 encouraged a closer cooperation with other 
international fora and welcomed the proposal that representatives of subsidiary bodies should more 
actively represent HELCOM at relevant meetings to inform on HELCOM work. The Meeting was of the view 
that it would be useful to agree on common guidelines how Contracting Parties should do this in practice 
and invited the Secretariat to elaborate guidelines. 

2.7 The Meeting took note of relevant extracts from the outcomes of the following HELCOM 
meetings held since MONAS 19-2013: HELCOM MORE (Berlin, Germany, 13-14 January 2014), HELCOM 
CORESET II 1/2014 (Berlin, Germany, 15-16 January 2014), HELCOM HOD 45/2014 (Helsinki, Finland, 6-7 
February 2014), HELCOM 35/2014 (Helsinki, Finland, 5-6 March 2014) and HELCOM GEAR 6-2014 (Berlin, 
Germany, 26-27 March 2014) as contained in documents 2-1 and 2-4. 

2.8 With reference to the European Commission Article 12 assessment, the Meeting discussed the 
importance of enhanced regional coherence in terms of use of indicators and targets. The Meeting noted 
that GEAR has agreed to compile a list of MSFD indicators reported by Contracting Parties in 2012 to assess 
commonalities and differences between countries.  

2.9 The Meeting stressed the importance of having a common list of definition of terms e.g. 
clarifying the difference between targets and GES boundaries. The Meeting noted that the European 
Commission WG GES is elaborating such list and felt that it would be useful for HELCOM to contribute to 
this work. 

 

Agenda Item 3  Information by the Contracting Parties and Observer 
Organizations 

Documents: 3-1 

3.1 The Meeting took note of information of relevance to the Meeting provided by the Contracting 
Parties and Observers.  

3.2 Estonia informed that they have received funds for developing monitoring programmes, PoMs, 
and development of SEAs. Estonia is now starting the process to develop monitoring programmes. 
Regarding PoMs the intention is to initiate the work with a gap analysis. 

3.3 The European Commission informed of MSFD-related activities of the EC-JRC conducted in the 
frame of an Administrative Arrangement between DG Environment and JRC. Recent outcomes of these 
activities include contributions to the following reports: Monitoring Guidance on Marine Litter, Technical 
guidance on monitoring for the MSFD and In-depth Assessment (IDA) of MSs’ submissions under MSFD 
Article 8, 9, and 10. All JRC Technical Reports are available at http://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu.  

As next steps JRC, together with DG Environment and ICES, is currently involved in the preparation of a 
manual / template for the technical process to review the Commission Decision 2010/477/EU, to be applied 
per descriptor. A first draft of that manual was presented at the WG GES in March 2014 for first comments 
and will be revised accordingly.  

Upon request from DG Environment, a Marine Competence Centre for GES has recently been established at 
the JRC (web site in preparation) to channel all on-going MSFD support activities carried out in accordance 
with the MSFD CIS work program and related mandates. This structure will facilitate exchange and 
collaboration with other important partner organizations, Member States and Regional Sea Conventions 
representatives, and dedicated working groups, also engaged in these activities. 

3.4 Finland informed that a public hearing of the monitoring programme of the Finnish marine 
strategy began 7 April and will end on 23 May. The hearing document is a summary of the programme (incl. 
summaries of the sub-programmes) and it is also translated in Swedish. The programme manual (only in 
Finnish) describes the 13 programmes and the 39 sub-programmes. The monitoring programme is expected 
to be approved by 15.July 2014. Finland is drafting the programme of measures and the public hearing is 
expected to start in October 2014. 

http://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/
https://mobile.helcom.fi/owa/redir.aspx?C=fcfaaf5ad1d042ce9fbec52f79c81e46&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ym.fi%2ffi-FI%2fAjankohtaista%2fTiedotteet%2fAnna_palautetta_Itameren_tilan_seurannas%2828819%29
https://mobile.helcom.fi/owa/redir.aspx?C=fcfaaf5ad1d042ce9fbec52f79c81e46&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ym.fi%2fsv-FI%2fAktuellt%2fPressmeddelanden%2fLamna_synpunkter_pa_overvakningen_av_Ost%252828889%2529
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3.5 Germany informed of their national activities related to the state of play of the MSFD 
implementation. Public hearing on the monitoring framework concept is coming to a close in mid-April 
2014 (http://meeresschutz.info/index.php/oeb-anhoerung.html). Germany is in the process of concluding 
on the structure of the MSFD monitoring programmes. The recommended MORE sub-programmes will be 
taken into account with the aim to follow those as far as possible in support of a regionally coordinated 
approach. 

Germany is also using HELCOM products and agreements in relation to targets and GES definitions, leading 
up to the proposed measures. The HELCOM MAI/CART is taken onboard in the ongoing work. Germany has 
developed a concept and timetable for setting up its programmes of measures for the North and Baltic 
Seas. A recent national meeting proposed a selection of potential new measures for the MSFD which 
should be prioritized for development. A systematic gap analysis still needs to be undertaken. The aim is to 
complete a rough plan for the measures by July 2014 as a basis for the scoping for the Strategic Impact 
Assessment. A draft programme of measures and the impact report are envisaged for the end of 2014 for 
national consultation processes in early 2015. The six month public consultation will start 1 April 2015. 

3.6 Latvia informed that a marine monitoring program has been elaborated and restructured  
into sub-programs. It is in the public consultation phase. No concrete time schedule is available at the 
moment, so it is unclear by which date it will be adopted. 

3.7 Lithuania informed that since January 2014 public consultation of monitoring programme was  
started, this process will continue 6 months. The monitoring programme (in national language) is available 
in website of Environmental Protection 
Agency  (http://vanduo.gamta.lt/files/V_tarpine_ataskaita%202013-11-21.pdf). Measures of programme is 
still under development process. 

3.8 Poland informed that they have prepared monitoring programme for their marine waters. The 
monitoring programme is written in Polish and contains subprograms according to MORE and WG DIKE 
division. It is based on the revision of existing monitoring programmes and adjusted to MSFD requirements. 
The programme is pending approval by Ministry of Environment and planned for public consultation 
process in April.  

3.9 Russia informed that in 2013, the Russian Federation continued implementation of the 
national programme for monitoring of the transboundary water objects including the Neva Bay, the east 
Gulf of Finland as well as the sea water areas near Kaliningrad. Samples were taken at the stations included 
into the HELCOM COMBINE system as the Russian responsibility and some additional stations in the Gulf of 
Finland. In 2012-2013, the sampling covered only the water column while there are plans to involve bottom 
sediments in 2014 and biota samples further in 2015. Testing bottom sediment samples for radioactivity is 
also planned. The 2013 monitoring datasets (about 575 samples) are presently being under preparation 
and will be provided to HELCOM in due course later this year.  

In addition to the monitoring activities by the North West Office of Roshydromet in St Petersburg under the 
existing national program, the State Oceanographic Institute (SOI) of Roshydromet intends to undertake 
sampling surveys twice a year both in the Gulf of Finland and in proper Baltic Sea from board of Victor 
Buynisky, a 1000-ton research vessel now operated by SOI. The sampling surveys by Victor Buynitsky are to 
be focused on sediment sampling for pollutants and radionuclide. 

Within the framework of the “St Petersburg Initiative”, Roshydromet has decided to establish the Baltic 
Information and Analytical Center (BIAC) whose main mission is to collect and store the monitoring data 
relevant to pollution and hydrochemical state of the Baltic Sea, apply QC procedures, analyze and provide 
environment assessment products based on methodologies compatible with those used by HELCOM. BIAC 
will operate as a national centre in support of the Baltic Sea pollution monitoring and authorized to lease 
with HELCOM on all matters related to the Russian Federation contribution to the HELCOM pollution 
monitoring activities. BIAC will host and populate a web-site which will provide both finished products 
(reviews, maps, tables) and raw monitoring data available on request.   

3.10 Sweden informed that their MSFD monitoring programme will be out on public consultation 
from March 4 until April 24. The report is written in Swedish and will not be translated into English. The 

http://meeresschutz.info/index.php/oeb-anhoerung.html
https://mobile.helcom.fi/owa/redir.aspx?C=fcfaaf5ad1d042ce9fbec52f79c81e46&URL=http%3a%2f%2fvanduo.gamta.lt%2ffiles%2fV_tarpine_ataskaita%25202013-11-21.pdf
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finalization of the report is planned for July 15 and the monitoring programs will be reported by October 15 
according to the time schedule. At the same time SE revise the national monitoring program and a report is 
expected in mid-September. The sub-programmes are continuously evaluated with regard to requirements 
from e.g. the directives. In addition the evaluated sub-programmes will be continuously updated. 

The Swedish EPA has reviewed its national monitoring of environmental pollutants in the limnic and marine 
environment. The revision has focused on evaluating whether current monitoring meets the requirements 
in the WFD and the MSFD and the indicators being developed within HELCOM and OSPAR. This proposal is 
out for consultation until 24 April. The report on the new monitoring program will be finalized at the end of 
September. It is, however, recognized that the resulting program will have to be adjusted continuously due 
to the ongoing indicator work and revision of monitoring programmes within HELCOM and OSPAR, as well 
as other activities. 

There will be a public consultation (1 November 2014) of the Program of Measure on eutrophication and 
hazard substances and of the program of Measure on biological diversity and other pressures for public 
consultation 1 February 2015. Bilateral informal discussions with other countries (e.g. FI, EE) will be used 
for information exchange. Stakeholder participation timing is still under discussion that they have launched 
a draft monitoring programme. 

3.11 ICES informed that they have launched a new Strategic Plan (2014-2018) that puts emphasis 
on developing integrated scientific understanding of marine ecosystems and to provide advice on the 
sustainable use and protection of these ecosystems. This development of the ecosystem approach is in-line 
with requirements under the MSFD. ICES has developed guidance to support EU Member States in the 
implementation of descriptor 3 (commercially exploited fish and shellfish). In addition, several ICES working 
groups are revising indicators and assessments in support of the MSFD (i.e. foodweb interaction, 
biodiversity, marine litter, bycatch, alien species, seabirds, etc.). ICES has also taken the initiative to invite 
its partners (HELCOM, OSPAR, MED-POL, Black Sea Commission, as well as JRC, and EEA) to attend a MSFD 
workshop at the ICES secretariat in Copenhagen on the 28th May to discuss potential collaboration. The 
ICES data centre is also working in close collaboration with HELCOM projects, for example, EUTRO-PRO and 
BALSAM to ensure streamlining and better data management. 

3.12 EMEP reminded that the meeting of HELCOM MONAS 19-2013 discussed the possibility of 
EMEP to calculate deposition to the Baltic Sea in a higher resolution (7x7 km) compared to the presently 
used 50x50 km grid. The Meeting noted that atmospheric deposition is currently calculated using officially 
reported emission data by EMEP member states. EMEP Steering body decided to have the emission data to 
be prepared in 7x7 km resolution in future and urged all member states to prepare the data in this 
resolution. The deadline to have this data in the whole European domain is by 2017. At present some 
countries already started reporting emissions data in 7x7 km grid, but the quality and accuracy of the data 
need to be checked. 

3.13 The Meeting noted that based on a study carried out by EMEP in collaboration with TFMM on 
scale dependency analysis of chemistry transport models, there is a noticeable improvement going down 
from 56x56 km grid to 14x14 km, but no dramatic improvement in the nitrogen deposition calculations 
when going down to a higher resolution (7x7 km grid). The calculation of depositions according to 7x7 km 
would also require a greater amount of computing time and hence have financial consequences. The EMEP 
Steering Body has also decided to move from PolarStereographic grid to geographical coordinates (lon x lat 
grid of approximately 14x14 km) and this will have further consequences of comparing the results in future 
with the historic data. The Meeting took note that this issue will be further discussed by future 
Input/Pressure group. 

3.14 The Meeting considered the proposal by Finland to modify the division of Archipelago Sea in 
the HELCOM division of sub-basins and coastal areas (document 3-1). The Meeting noted the concern of 
Sweden, that the current Åland Sea sub-basin division may require also updating in the Swedish coastal 
waters, and proposed that the sub-division change should be made for both Swedish and Finnish waters at 
the same time, e.g. after consideration and endorsement by the next meeting of HELCOM MONAS. The 
Meeting invited the LOAD core group (during their next meeting on 20-21 May 2014) to scrutinize and 

http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/env/documents/2012/air/EMEP_36th/N_10_Performance_of_European_chemistry_transport_models_as_function_of_horizontal_resolution_14_sep_2012.pdf
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consider whether the proposed change in sub-basin boundaries has any influence on the MAI/CART in the 
Bothnian Sea and Baltic Proper.  

 

Agenda Item 4  Marine monitoring, quality assurance and data 

Documents: 4-1, 4-2 

4.1 The Meeting took note of progress in the project for the Revision of HELCOM monitoring 
programmes (HELCOM MORE) as presented by the Project Coordinator Mr. Manuel Frias (presentation 2, 
document 4-2). 

4.2 The Meeting considered the progress with elaboration of the Monitoring Manual and recalled 
that for EU Member States the MSFD monitoring programme needs to be ready by 15 July 2014. The 
intention is therefore to publish online information about HELCOM monitoring for the different programme 
topics in the end of June 2014 so that those Contracting Parties that are also EU members can use the 
information for MSFD reporting requirements. 

4.3 The Meeting took note that the development of the monitoring manual is an iterative process 
and that the goal for July 2014 is to include information on already coordinated monitoring (COMBINE, 
MORS-PRO, PLC) and as far as possible information on existing monitoring programmes that can support 
the HELCOM core indicators although not yet coordinated at a regional level (e.g. seals, birds, non-
indigenous species, benthic biotopes). 

4.4 The Meeting discussed the monitoring templates for the different programme topics and 
noted that information is being gathered through the MORE, CORESET and BALSAM projects as well as 
existing HELCOM expert groups (FISH-PRO II, PEG, ZEN-QAI, LOAD and MORS EG), which have already 
contributed to filling in the monitoring templates.  

4.5 The Meeting noted that the templates will be reviewed and discussed at the next MORE 
meeting (23-24 April 2014 in Tallinn) and that during May gaps will be filled and the information will be 
improved if needed. The Meeting took note that before the manual is posted on line there is a need for a 
review process to approve of the content and supported the proposal that this should take place through 
an intersessional MONAS review process, from 2 June 20 June 2014.  

4.6 The Meeting considered how to proceed with the task of the MORE project to review the 
regional coherence and adequacy of existing coordinated monitoring programmes, noting that this should 
be carried out in the second half of 2014.  

4.7 The Meeting was of the opinion that at present a pragmatic solution would be to carry out a 
qualitative evaluation based on expert judgement and proposed that the MORE project should provide a 
backbone for such analysis and describe obvious gaps in monitoring, e.g. in the monitoring network or lack 
of monitoring for some indicators, and report back to the next MONAS meeting. 

4.8 The Meeting agreed that in few years, when Contracting Parties have further developed their 
indicators and revised national monitoring programmes have been implemented, a more detailed statistical 
analysis of the coherence and adequacy should be strived for. The Meeting was of the opinion that such 
analysis will require a separately funded project carried out by experts.  

4.9 The Meeting welcomed the information that the PLC-6 project could review the monitoring 
templates on waterborne inputs in connection with the project group meeting to be held on 2-4 June 2014.  

4.10 The Meeting noted that MORE also has the task to, if needed, propose revision to existing 
HELCOM monitoring programmes as well as propose new coordinated monitoring programmes for those 
elements that are still missing in HELCOM monitoring programmes. The Meeting recalled that the review of 
existing monitoring programmes should be carried out by MONAS and its expert groups i.e.  FISH-PRO II, 
ZEN-QAI, MORS EG, LOAD and PEG.   
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4.11 The Meeting was of the opinion that the existing sub-programmes for hydrochemistry and 
hydrography should also be reviewed and that this could be done by EUTRO-OPER. The Meeting further 
noted that the BALSAM project will propose coordinated monitoring programmes for seals, birds, benthic 
fauna and non-indigenous species. The Meeting also noted that for hazardous substances there is a lack of 
expertise to support the activities of MORE. 

4.12 The Meeting also noted the comment from ICES that ICES expert groups could provide expert 
input/review of work done within MORE on existing monitoring strategies. 

4.13 The Meeting considered the progress with the Baltic Sea Pilot Project: Testing new concepts 
for integrated environmental monitoring of the Baltic Sea (BALSAM) as contained in document 4-1. The 
Meeting noted that the project is focusing on parameters that are not yet covered by coordinated HELCOM 
monitoring. The Meeting further noted that at the next meeting of MORE the continued coordination 
between the two project activities will be discussed in detail. The next meeting of the BALSAM project will 
be held on 7-8 May 2014 in Tallinn, Estonia back-to-back with a MARMONI project workshop.  

4.14 The Meeting recalled that MONAS 19-2013 discussed the need to improve procedures for 
implementing Recommendation 12/1 Procedures for granting permits for monitoring and research activities 
in the territorial waters and exclusive economic zones, fishing zones or continental shelves and emphasized 
that the establishing of a list of contact persons for seeking permits should be a priority of the BALSAM 
project. The Meeting took note of the information by Lithuania that they are carrying out an analysis of 
abnormalities in granting permits for foreign research vessels in territorial waters and appreciated the offer 
of Lithuania to share their results under the framework of BALSAM.  

4.15 In order to compile missing information Lithuania, in cooperation with the BALSAM project, 
sent out a questionnaire to MONAS and BALSAM contacts, requesting input from Contracting Parties by the 
beginning of April. The questionnaire responds to the attempts raised to enhance integrated environmental 
monitoring in the Baltic region by sorting out possibilities in the Baltic countries to facilitate or ensure more 
smooth and harmonized functioning procedures for applying for access to  monitoring cruises or research 
activities in the Baltic Sea. 

4.16 The Meeting emphasized the need to receive the missing information by 30 April 2014 so that 
the input can be used for BALSAM project activities in May 2014. Lithuania also informed that the 
questionnaire results will be presented to the next meeting of MONAS. 

 

Agenda Item 5  Progress with development and operationalization of core 
indicators 

Documents: 5-1, 5-2, 5-3, 5-4, 5-5 

5.1 The Meeting welcomed the information on the progress of the project Making the HELCOM 
eutrophication assessment operational (EUTRO-OPER) as presented by the Project Manager Ms. Vivi 
Fleming-Lehtinen (presentation 3, document 5-3).  

5.2 The Meeting recalled that EC-JRC have in the past provided HELCOM with an environmental 
fact sheet on chlorophyll-a based on remote sensing data and noted that this work was paused due to 
further development of a Baltic Sea specific algorithm. The Meeting welcomed the interest of JRC to be 
involved in the HELCOM chlorophyll-a indicator development using remote sensing data and invited Mr. 
Nicolas Hoepffner, JRC, to join the EUTRO-OPER project in order to establish cooperation on this activity.  

5.3 The Meeting invited the HELCOM phytoplankton expert group (PEG) to participate also in the 
further development of the two phytoplankton related indicators lead by EUTRO-OPER, e.g. spring bloom 
intensity (based on chlorophyll a) and intensity of cyanobacteria blooms. 

5.4 The Meeting took note of the progress of the Project for operationalization of HELCOM core 
indicators (CORESET II) as presented by the Project Manager Ms. Lena Avellan (presentation 4, document 5-
1). 
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5.5 The Meeting discussed the development of GES boundaries for the indicators. The Meeting 
recalled that Task Managers should make proposals for GES that are to be discussed in detail within 
CORESET II and then reviewed and endorsed by MONAS and GEAR before final approval by HODs. 

5.6 The Meeting considered the results of the gap analysis and discussed the list of indicators. The 
Meeting took note that the table in document 5-1 has been revised in the meanwhile and some candidate 
indicators have been shifted to EUTRO-OPER or been deleted. The Meeting remarked that some candidate 
indicators have already been tested and evaluated as unsuitable and noted the information that discarded 
candidates will not be included in future lists. The Meeting emphasized the need to prioritise and focus 
resources on operationalizing agreed indicators before further developing new core indicators. The 
Meeting noted that GEAR 6-2014 requested Contracting Parties to submit their lists of national MSFD 
indicators to the Secretariat by mid-April 2014 and that this analysis will be used as a basis in the further 
development of indicators.  

5.7 The Meeting recommended coordination with OSPAR in indicator development and welcomed 
the information that there are preliminary plans to arrange future project meetings back-to-back with 
relevant OSPAR meetings and that exchange of information is already being done on an expert-level. The 
Meeting also welcomed the information that the CORESET II project is kept informed on the activities of the 
EU funded DEVOTES project. 

5.8 The Meeting considered different options for long-term data arrangements for compiling data 
and publish the core indicators on a regular basis. The Meeting was of the opinion that the issue of data 
arrangements cannot be resolved for core indicators without a broader discussion on future data-
arrangements in HELCOM. The Meeting noted that a pilot HELCOM biodiversity database based on data 
collected by the HELCOM Red List project will be developed through the EU-RSC-Data project. 

5.9 The Meeting took note that there is still a need for Task Managers to lead the development of 
indicators on hazardous substance and phytoplankton. The Meeting welcomed the information by Finland 
of the nomination of Mr. Harri Kuosa as Finnish phytoplankton expert under the CORESET II project. 

5.10 The Meeting noted that CORESET II is overseeing the development of a number of pressure 
indicators, and that there are presently proposals to develop pressure indicators on e.g. dredging and 
disposal of dredged spoils (cf. document 7-2 & 7-2-Corr.1) and on inputs of nutrients (cf. document 6-1). 

5.11 The Meeting took note of and considered the preliminary on-line structure of the core 
indicators under discussion by CORESET II and EUTRO-OPER presented by Ms. Avellan. The Meeting 
welcomed the proposal and appreciated that the online structure will allow for e.g. linking to the 
monitoring manual in the future. The Meeting invited Contracting Parties to provide their feedback to Ms. 
Lena Avellan (lena.avellan@helcom.fi) by 15 April 2014. 

 

Thematic session on underwater noise 

5.12 The Meeting took note of an introduction to development of Baltic Sea underwater noise 
indicators based on MSFD Descriptor 11 and work being carried out by TSG noise as presented by Mr. Jukka 
Pajala, Finland (presentation 5, document 5-4). 

5.13 The Meeting took note of information about the effects of noise on biodiversity, the activities 
being carried out by the BIAS (Baltic Sea Information on the Acoustic Soundscape) project and activities 
taking place under OSPAR as presented by the BIAS Project Coordinator, Mr. Peter Sigray, Sweden 
(presentation 6, document 5-4). 

5.14 The Meeting considered and discussed the questions presented in presentation 5 and 
document 5-4, especially the role of HELCOM in monitoring and assessment of underwater noise in the 
Baltic Sea, as summarized in Annex 2. 

5.15 The Meeting considered the proposal to establish a regional registry of impulsive underwater 
noise and was of the opinion that a common Baltic Sea registry would be useful and noted that the registry 
could for instance serve a tool to alert Contracting Parties on the need to make more detailed impact 

http://www.devotes-project.eu/
mailto:lena.avellan@helcom.fi
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assessments.  The Meeting felt that a common Baltic Sea registry could be hosted by HELCOM or one of the 
Contracting Parties. The Meeting further noted that the UK has proposed a reporting format which could 
be easily adapted for the Baltic Sea region. The Meeting pointed out that it would be useful if the registry 
was harmonized with an OSPAR register. 

5.16 The Meeting considered the proposed road map for development of Baltic Sea D11 
underwater noise indicators (cf. presentation 5) and took note that BIAS will recommend monitoring 
requirements and possibly also threshold values which could be used to feed into the work of HELCOM for 
developing core pressure indicators (e.g. CORESET II project). 

5.17 The Meeting discussed the importance of creating concurrent activities between BIAS and 
HELCOM and was of the opinion that there is a need to establish a broader Baltic Sea regional expert group 
on noise.  

5.18 The Meeting noted the comment from ICES that a HELCOM expert group could coordinate 
with ICES in order to ensure linkages to the wider European marine regions. 

5.19 The Meeting proposed that for the time being BIAS should serve as a basis for a regional 
expert group on underwater noise and suggested that a HELCOM workshop should be arranged back-to-
back with the next BIAS meeting to be held in autumn 2014.  

5.20 The Meeting suggested that this workshop should focus on regional aspects of assessment of 
pressures and impacts and implementation of mitigation measures.  

5.21 The Meeting considered the questions raised by the BIAS project and felt that Contracting 
Parties need some additional time to respond to the questions. The Meeting invited the Secretariat to 
circulate the questions to HELCOM MONAS contacts and requested Contracting Parties to respond to the 
questions by 30 May 2014.  

5.22 The Meeting also suggested that it should be explored whether underwater noise might be 
relevant under the Espoo Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary Context. 

 

Thematic session on marine litter 

5.23 The Meeting took note of the background report on marine Litter in the Baltic Sea: sources, 
monitoring approaches, possible common indicators and first lines of thinking on measures as presented by 
Ms. Stefanie Werner, Germany (presentation 7, document 5-4). 

5.24 The Meeting took note of information about on-going research and monitoring activities 
related to marine litter submitted by Contracting Parties as presented by Ms. Marta Ruiz, HELCOM 
Secretariat (presentation 8). 

5.25 The Meeting took note of the letter of input from WWF Poland to the first thematic session on 
marine litter during the HELCOM MONAS meeting (document 5-5) and agreed to make use of the 
information. 

5.26 The Meeting discussed the need to agree on common marine litter indicators and standardized 
monitoring protocols (cf. Annex 3). The Meeting took note that different monitoring protocol have been 
reported by different countries, specifically on beach litter monitoring, and recommended that as a first 
step these should be compared in detail in order to identify whether it is possible to identify common 
approaches/methods.  

5.27 The Meeting noted that a first regional workshop for development of a Regional Action Plan 
(RAP) on marine litter will be held on 27-28 May 2014 in Helsinki, Finland. 

5.28 The Meeting decided to establish a Drafting Group to provide input for planning of the May 
workshop on marine litter. The Meeting considered the Outcome of the Drafting Group and supported the 
proposals of the Drafting Group (Annex 4).  
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5.29 The Meeting proposed that the development of common indicators and harmonized 
monitoring protocols should be carried out by experts from the intersessional marine litter network under 
the umbrella of the CORESET II project and encouraged all Contracting Parties to nominate marine litter 
experts (via GEAR) to the Secretariat (minna.pyhala@helcom.fi). The Meeting recalled that the next 
CORESET II meeting is planned for September/October 2014 while the RAP on marine litter should be 
adopted by HOD 47 in December 2014 and recommended that the marine litter experts initiate the work 
on indicators and protocols as soon as possible via correspondence and video conference.  

5.30 The Meeting took note that on 28 May 2014, ICES will host a meeting between the regional 
sea conventions on coordination of MSFD implementation and that also marine litter will be discussed.  

5.31 The Meeting took note of an international initiative underway to collate information on the 
distribution of floating macro- and micro-plastics in the world ocean coordinated by the Intergovernmental 
Oceanographic Commission (IOC) of UNESCO. The Meeting noted that the HELCOM Secretariat will forward 
information about floating litter in the Baltic Sea region to IOC based on information received so far from 
Contracting Parties. The Meeting invited Contracting Parties to provide any additional information (not yet 
included in the Annexes of document 5-4) to Ms. Marta Ruiz (marta.ruiz@helcom.fi) by 25 April 2014. 

 

Agenda Item 6  Assessments 

Documents: 6-1, 6-2 

6.1 The Meeting took note that the concise thematic assessment of eutrophication in the Baltic 
Sea 2007-2011, prepared for the HELCOM 2013 Ministerial Meeting, has been revised and published in the 
Baltic Sea Environment Proceedings (BSEP) series on the HELCOM website (BSEP 143).   

6.2 The Meeting took note of information presented by the Chair of HELCOM LOAD Mr. Lars M. 
Svendsen, Denmark, about the progress with the activities of the Expert Group on follow-up of national 
progress towards reaching BSAP nutrient reduction targets (HELCOM LOAD) and pollution load compilation 
(PLC) related projects PLC-5.5, PLC-6 and PLUS project for modernization of the pollution load database 
(presentation 9, document 6-1). 

6.3 The Meeting took noted of the overview of the revised nutrient reduction scheme adopted by 
the 2013 HELCOM Copenhagen Ministerial Meeting, including the revised maximum allowable inputs (MAI) 
and country-wise allocation of reduction targets (CART) calculated based on new allocation principles.  

6.4 The Meeting was of the opinion that the CART figures in the 2013 Copenhagen Ministerial 
Declaration are confusing and noted that the figures represent the amount of annual nitrogen and 
phosphorus input that should be reduced (in tonnes) compared to the reference period 1997-2003 (units: 
tonnes per year). The Meeting was of the view that it would be easier to understand figures that explain 
how much Contracting Parties are allowed to discharge into the sea (input ceiling) and requested that in 
the MAI/CART follow-up report, such figures are explicitly given. 

6.5 The Meeting took note that input ceilings figures are presented in tables 10.6 and 10.7 of the 
draft scientific background report on development of MAI/CART prepared by the Baltic Nest Institute (BNI) 
Sweden. The scientific background was last updated in June 2013 and a final version will be circulated to 
LOAD and MONAS contacts for commenting and feedback during June 2014 before it is published as a BNI 
report. 

6.6 The Meeting recalled that a summary report of the development of revised MAI/CART was 
submitted to the 2013 Ministerial Meeting in October 2014. 

6.7 The Meeting discussed the schedule for implementing measures to reduce nutrient inputs and 
to reach the CART, noting that in several Contracting Parties there is a need for clarification in order to plan 
their programmes of measures. The Meeting recalled that according to the Baltic Sea Action Plan and 2013 
Ministerial Declaration the programmes of measures should be in place by 2016. The Meeting recalled that 

mailto:minna.pyhala@helcom.fi
mailto:marta.ruiz@helcom.fi
http://meeting.helcom.fi/c/document_library/get_file?p_l_id=16324&folderId=2332810&name=DLFE-54567.pdf
http://www.helcom.fi/Documents/Ministerial2013/Associated%20documents/Supporting/Summary%20report%20on%20MAI-CART.pdf
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according to BSAP, GES should be reached by 2021 and requested clarification from GEAR and HODs on 
when MAI/CART should be reached, because this is not clear from the Ministerial Declaration. 

6.8 The Meeting took note of the progress with development of a core pressure indicator on 
nutrient inputs and that it will be further elaborated by a LOAD core group meeting to be held on 20-21 
May 2014 and via correspondence with the LOAD contacts. A draft will be forwarded to the autumn 
meeting of the pressure/input group for endorsement so that it can be forwarded to the meeting of 
HELCOM 36/2015 for adoption.  

6.9 The Meeting noted that the core pressure indicator will focus on actual nutrient inputs to the 
Baltic Sea and that a separate report on follow-up of country-wise progress towards reaching the CART 
(based on normalized inputs) is being developed in parallel. The CART follow-up report will also be further 
elaborated by the May LOAD core group meeting and a first version will be finalized by the summer of 
2014. 

6.10 The Meeting took note of the status of PLC data reporting and welcomed the information that 
although Latvia has not reported any data since 2009, data do exist and that 2009-2012 input data are 
expected to be submitted to the Data Manager during April 2014. The Meeting urged all Contracting Parties 
to submit any still missing PLC data from 2011-2012 so that they can be used for the core input indicator 
and MAI/CART follow-up reporting. 

6.11 The Meeting took note of the consideration of additional parameters to be covered by the PLC 
monitoring programme and noted that it would be useful if the PLC-6 project could make an estimate of 
the financial consequences of changes in the monitoring to assist Contracting Parties in planning their 
monitoring programme. The Meeting acknowledged that costs vary from country to country but that a 
range of costs could be presented. 

6.12 The Meeting considered a draft project description for a second holistic assessment (HOLAS II) 
as contained in document 6-2. The Meeting noted that it is based on a draft submitted by the Secretariat to 
GEAR 6-2014, which has subsequently been revised taking into account the comments made at GEAR 6-
2014.  

6.13 The Meeting discussed the role of MONAS contacts in the implementation of the HOLAS II 
project and was of the opinion that in addition to providing a scientific review of the project activities 
MONAS contacts could also be part of the “HOLAS core team” since the project can be expected to advance 
quickly. 

6.14 The Meeting stressed the importance of deciding on the timeframe of the data to be used in 
the HOLAS II report and highlighted the need to ensure harmonized availability of data from the same time 
period from all Contracting Parties.  

6.15 The Meeting took note that the HOLAS II report is intended to be structured in a way that the 
results can be disaggregated and used for other reporting purposes. The Meeting requested the Secretariat 
to map the EU data reporting schedules to harmonize the data used in the HOLAS with EU reporting 
requirements. The schedule should also list deadlines for HELCOM sub-groups and expert groups to submit 
datasets and data products for the HOLAS II project. 

6.16 The Meeting was of the view that GEAR should oversee that EU reporting requirements and 
HELCOM assessments are aligned and comparable. The Meeting also stressed the importance of ensuring 
sufficient national involvement in HOLAS II and that HELCOM work should be seen as an integral part of 
MSFD implementation rather than an additional task on top of the national implementation efforts. The 
Meeting underlined that better ownership of the HELCOM assessment products would also result in better 
assessment of regional coherence in the EU evaluation of implementation of MSFD Article 12. 

6.17 The Meeting supported cooperation between HELCOM and ICES in production of the holistic 
assessment and encouraged ICES to present to MONAS potential additional contributions to the HOLAS 
work and other HELCOM work. 
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6.18 The Meeting noted that the HOLAS project description will be further updated based on 
comments submitted by GEAR contacts to the Secretariat no later than 1 May 2014 and invited MONAS 
contacts to provide their possible comments to their national GEAR contacts. 

 

Agenda Item 7  Any other business 

Documents: 7-1, 7-2 

7.1 The Meeting considered the draft revised HELCOM Guidelines for Management of Dredged 
Material at Sea presented by HELCOM Professional Secretary Mr. Mikhail Durkin (presentation 11, 
documents 7-2 and 7-2-Corr.1). The Meeting considered the open issues in the guidelines and supported 
the proposals by the Secretariat contained in the document. The Meeting noted that the reporting format 
is still pending some amendments to be made by the experts. 

7.2 The Meeting was of the opinion that Annex II of the Guidelines should be kept but relabelled 
as Technical Annex. 

7.3 The Meeting took note that Poland will provide their final comments to the Guidelines by 25 
April 2014 and invited the Secretariat to forward the Polish comments to MONAS Contacts as information. 

7.4 The Meeting also took note of a study reservation by Denmark and invited Denmark to clarify 
their study reservation by 25 April 2014. 

7.5 The Meeting endorsed, in principle, the revised guidelines for management of dredged 
material at sea. The Meeting noted that a final draft version of the guidelines, updated with the comments 
of MONAS 20-2014 and Poland, will be submitted to HELCOM LAND 19-2014 (to be held on 14-16 May 
2014 in Gdansk, Poland) for consideration and endorsement before being forwarded to HELCOM HOD 46-
2014 for adoption. 

7.6 The Meeting took note of information by Lithuania on the possibility to make use of the data 
collected on management of dredged materials at sea for development of a core pressure indicator. The 
national reporting forms collect information on dredging activities (volumes of dredged material deposited 
in the marine environment, areas affected and trends in contaminants and/or contaminant concentrations 
(e.g. concentrations in relation to the range of national (upper) action levels and distribution of potential 
areas of concern); deposit sites with coordinates. After acceptance of new reporting format, information on 
beneficial uses of placed dredged material in relation to dumping will be available for use as well. 

7.7 The Meeting noted that presently it is not possible to assess the impact of dredging, e.g. 
coordinates and areas of impact, impacts of dredging and deposits of dredged material, (including physical, 
chemical and biological change, introduction of noise), even though Contracting Parties are required to 
carry out environmental impact assessments (EIA) of new deposit sites as well as of existing sites every 5-6 
years. These EIAs are in national languages and therefore not possible to make use of directly for HELCOM 
purposes. The Meeting noted that OSPAR have the same situation, but for a JAMP report (joint assessment 
and monitoring program) a questionnaire is sent around for specific information. A similar approach could 
be used in HELCOM, but would of course only provide a picture of a given time require additional work. 

7.8 The Meeting invited the CORESET II project to consider this information and consider how to 
proceed with development of a core pressure indicator on management of dredged material at sea. 

7.9 The Meeting updated the list of HELCOM MONAS Contact Addresses (document 7-1) as 
contained in Annex 5 to this Outcome. 

7.10 The Meeting recalled that meeting documents should be submitted three weeks before the 
meetings and reminded projects, expert groups and Contracting Parties to ensure timely submission of 
their contributions, in particular decision documents. 
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7.11 The Meeting recalled that the 21st meeting of the HELCOM Monitoring and Assessment Group 
(HELCOM MONAS 21/2014) has been planned for 4-7 November 2014 and welcomed the confirmation by 
Estonia that they can host the meeting on these dates in Pärnu, Estonia.  

7.12 The Meeting recalled that the renewed working structure of HELCOM is expected to be finally 
decided on at HELCOM HOD 46-2014 (16-17 September 2014), when the Terms of Reference and dates of 
future meetings are also expected to be agreed on. The Meeting agreed to keep 4-7 November 2014 
reserved for a meeting, to be held according to a decision by HOD 46-2014. 

7.13 The Meeting thanked the hosts, Norwegian Meteorological Institute and EMEP MSC-West, 
especially Ms. Semeena Valiyaveetil Shamsudheen, for the generous hospitality and excellent Meeting 
arrangements. 

 

Agenda Item 8  Closing of the Meeting 

Documents: None 

8.1 The Meeting adopted the draft Outcome of the HELCOM MONAS 20-2014 containing the main 
decisions of the Meeting. The Outcome of the Meeting will be made available in the HELCOM Meeting 
Portal, together with the documents (Annex 6) and presentations (Annex 7) considered during the 
Meeting. 
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Annex 2 Discussions during thematic session on underwater noise 
 

The MONAS thematic session on noise was led by Mr. Jukka Pajala, Finnish Marine Institute, and Mr. Peter 

Sigray, Swedish Defense Research Agency. They both participate in the Life+ project BIAS (Baltic Sea 

Information on the Acoustic Soundscape) and the European Commission Technical sub-group on Noise 

The presentations pointed out that human activities introduce sounds to the underwater environment in 

two ways; as by-products from e.g. shipping and construction activities, or as a result of specific noise 

generating activities e.g. use of air guns to locate oil, sonars etc. Low frequency noise is mainly produced by 

the hundreds of ships that are active on a common week day in the Baltic Sea. 

Biological effects of noise are divided in theoretical zones of impact related to; audibility (hearing 

threshold), masking of sound, behavioral response, physical injury, death. EC TSG Noise has proposed that 

the impact level of interest for defining thresholds levels of noise is the one causing changes in animal 

behavior. However, also regarding behavioral changes there is need to more clearly define unacceptable 

impact. This could e.g. be expressed as when the noise is causing “a significant part of population being 

displaced for a significant period”. Studies are being performed but more research is needed to more 

precisely define the level of unacceptable changes in behavior. 

As regards the question “Do we have problem of noise pollution in the Baltic Sea?” - the answer is that at 

this time we do not know.  

MSFD requirements 
The MSFD identifies underwater noise as a form of pollution (Article 3). Descriptor 11 concerns 

introduction of energy with noise being one contributor to energy in the marine environment.  

There are at present two proposed indicators for Descriptor 11 that are described by the TSG Noise as: 

Indicator 11.1.1 on low and mid frequency impulsive sounds: The proportion of days and their distribution 

within a calendar year, over geographical locations whose shape and area are to be determined, and their 

spatial distribution in which source level or suitable proxy of anthropogenic sound sources, measured over 

the frequency band 10 Hz to 10 kHz, exceeds a value that is likely to entail significant impact on marine 

animals (11.1.1). 

Indicator 11.2.1 on continuous low frequency sounds: Trends in the annual average of the squared sound 

pressure associated with ambient noise in each of two third octave bands, one centred at 63 Hz and the 

other at 125 Hz, expressed as a level in decibels, in units of dB re 1 μPa, either measured directly at 

observation stations, or inferred from a model used to interpolate between or extrapolate from 

measurements at observation stations. 

BIAS – addressing indicator 11.2.1  
The BIAS project is currently measuring ambient noise in different locations in the Baltic Sea. The project is 

thus direct linked to MSFD indicator 11.2.1 intended to measure trends in ambient noise levels. 

Implementation of the indicator in practice requires the placement of registration devices. There are 

however no standards on how to measure noise or process the data. 

During 2014 the project is in a measuring ambient noise using 38 sensors placed around the Baltic Sea. 

Good measurements of sound levels at the source are crucial for further modelling. BIAS will provide 

monthly averages of sound and can thus provide a seasonal baseline.  
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The project has also developed a common methodology for measurement of underwater noise e.g. a 

deployment protocol, use of standard rigs and agreed standards on sensors, and are developing and testing 

reference codes.  

The next step of the project is to use propagation modeling to determine the sound level Baltic Sea scale 

and the final product of the project will be soundscape maps. 

BIAS will be able to provide recommendations that are more applicable for the Baltic Sea than EC TSG 

Noise. Through the participation of BIAS participants in the EC TSG Noise these recommendations can also 

feed in to the revision of the Commission decision on methodological standards on Good environmental 

Status (2010/477/EU).  

Addressing indicator 11.1.1 
Indicator 11.1.1, Impulsive sounds, is based registering the number of days with activities that create 

impulsive sounds that could be harmful for marine animals.   

A regional registry would make it possible to determine cumulative impacts of noise generated by several 

countries. 

Registry of sound would require information on: Position data, licensing block/area, Date of operation, 

Source operation. A proposal is to analyse the information on activities creating impulsive sounds on the 

spatial level of ICES rectangles. 

The registry does not answer to the question on GES in terms of impulsive nose. EC TSG Noise discussing 

GES in terms of how many quiet and noisy days that are acceptable.  

BIAS is not directly doing any work on the registry but it was considered that it would be simple to develop 

a template, e.g. based on a proposed reporting format for the registry developed by the UK, and that the 

BIAS network has the capacity to a make such suggestion.  

Questions addressed at the meeting 
1) Do you have a national registry of underwater anthropogenic sounds? 

2) Do you find it necessary to have an international registry common for the Baltic Sea countries? 

3) What would be the most feasible way to coordinate such an international registry?  

In Germany a national working group has been established to propose a system for a national registry. 

Other countries represented at the meetings have no registry at the moment. The participants felt that it 

would be useful with a registry and that such registry could be held by HELCOM or a contracting party. 

4) Research projects on the biological effects of anthropogenic sounds in the Baltic Sea. 

Germany informed that studies on impact of noise on harbour porpoises is ongoing. Other countries could 

not answer at the meeting and were asked to provide further by 31 May.  

HELCOM Task group on noise? 
The meeting discussed the usefulness of setting up a regional level workshop to discuss in more detail the 

proposals from the EC TSG group on noise and to establish an Baltic Sea expert group to discuss e.g. 

biological impact from a regional perspective (what species are sensitive in the Baltic Sea?) and use this as a 

basis to define thresholds for the Baltic Sea area. 

BIAS was proposed to be the base for establishment of an expert working group and the meeting proposed 

to set up a workshop with the lifetime of BIAS, possibly already in relation to the next BIAS meeting.  
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Annex 3 Discussions during thematic session on marine litter 
The thematic session was chaired by Ms. Stefanie Werner, Germany 

Ms. Werner presented document 5-4: Background report on marine Litter in the Baltic Sea: sources, 

monitoring approaches, possible common indicators and first lines of thinking on measures (presentation 7) 

Policy framework and background 

- Helsinki Convention, prohibition of dumping, prevention of pollution from ships, including pleasure 

crafts 

- Copenhagen Ministerial Declaration calling for a regional action plan (RAP) on marine litter 

- HELCOM 34-2014 agreed that 2 dedicated workshops should be arranged to develop RAP aiming at 

defining concrete and adequate measures to minimize marine litter. 

- MONAS 19-2014 decided to establish an intersessional activity to prepare for MONAS 20-2014 

thematic assessment 

- A regional network of marine litter experts has been established 

Information of the main sources and amounts of marine litter has been compiled from various reports and 

national studies. This information, as well as an overview of data gaps, are summarised in document 5-4 

and the presentation by Ms. Werner.  

Questions for discussion on sources 
1. Is there any additional information on sources and pathways that is missing from document 5-4?  

2. Evaluation of items causing harm (ecological and socio-economic)? 

3. Additional data gaps? 

As not all countries have provided contact details on marine litter experts, information on marine litter has 

not been provided by all countries. The Contracting Parties are invited to provide possible additional 

information by 30 April 2014. 

Comments and feedback 
Beaches can be seen both as sources and sinks of marine litter therefore it is important to agree on how to 

select beaches to monitor (non-tourist beaches), and where to monitor (tidal zone) 

There should be an agreement on the definition of “microlitter”, and make a clear distinction with the term 

“microplastics”. There is an on-going discussion about the definition and there is an agreement that there is 

also a need to distinguish between primary microplastics and the degradation product (secondary 

microplastics). 

Issues that need to be addressed further 
Need to develop standardised methods for assessing microplastics. Finland and Estonia have sampled 

microplastic in surface waters using a microtrawl and are currently doing a comparison of the results.  

There is a need to discuss requirements for monitoring microplastics by determining whether it is really 

necessary to monitor at sea, or whether it is sufficient to monitor in e.g. waste water treatment plants. 

Perhaps research should first be carried out on the biological effects and impacts of microplastic, e.g. on 

zooplankton, before investing in open water monitoring. It might be worth focusing on hotspots were 

measures can be later applied 

At the moment there is a need to compile information on spatial distribution, extent and impacts of litter in 

order to be able to identify which indicators would be relevant to develop commonly at the HELCOM level.  

Expectations (scope) of the regional action plan – how extensively should considerations for a regional 

monitoring programme are to be included.  



Outcome of MONAS 20-2014, 8-1 
 

 

Page 19 of 31 
 

Potential common indicators 
Possible indicators: Beach litter, floating litter, sea floor litter, litter in biota and microlliter in the water 

column. 

Information is available on almost all of these types of litter, but work is needed to develop standardized 

monitoring protocols and data consistency.  

Available monitoring protocols for the potential common indicators are commented in presentation 7 and 

document 5-4. 

Ms. Marta Ruiz, HELCOM Secretariat, presented an overview of marine litter monitoring and research in 

the Baltic Sea, based on information submitted by Contracting Parties (presentation 8, document 5-4). 

Questions for discussion on indicators and monitoring: 
1. Which indicators should be nominated as common/candidates? 

2. What are the differences in applied protocols, which should be used in a joint approach? 

3. Where should the work be done?  

4. Possible pilot projects, joint application of protocols and joint approach to answer research 

questions. 

Comments and feedback 
Sea floor trawling is carried out in connection with ICES bottom trawls for fish stocks assessments and 

currently reported by DK, SE, LT and EE. ICES trawls are only carried out south of Estonia. In Finland, 

possibilities to combine sea floor litter monitoring with sea floor mapping activities will be explored. 

Seafloor litter monitoring presently does not cover all of the Baltic Sea area and other monitoring 

methodology could be costly.  

The indicators should be developed by the marine litter network and be presented to the CORESET II 

project. 

The Meeting proposed as a first step that beach litter should be recommended as a common indicator 

based on existing monitoring, guidelines and cost-efficiency, indicating that there is a need to come to a 

common monitoring protocol. 

Monitoring of microlitter in biota can easily be incorporated in monitoring of fish disease. 

The indicators should be selected so that they can be used to assess the effectiveness of measures to take 

to reduce the inputs. Therefore is it relevant to invest in monitoring of microlitter in the sea? It might be 

more relevant to focus resources on monitoring of inputs of microplastics in WWTPs or stormwater drains 

and to decide on measures to reduce inputs of these particles. 

Measures 
The following measures were identified in the International Conference of Prevention and Management of 

Marine Litter in European Seas, in Berlin in 2013: 

1. Existing sea-based: MARPOL Annex V and IV; HELCOM Baltic Strategy on port reception facilities, 

Recommendation 28E/20 on no special fee 

2. Existing land-based: HELCOM recommendations, hot spot programme, Recommendation 29/2 on 

beach litter monitoring. 

3. Additional measures and actions that should be focused on:  

- Enforce and fully implement existing measures 

- Close loopholes and emerging issues (microplastics) 

- Prevent further introduction of marine litter 

- Remove existing litter and raise public awareness 
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- Focus on transboundary large scale character 

Next steps 
The Meeting discussed next steps for developing common indicators and monitoring methods as well as 

development of a regional action plan. A drafting group was created to specifically discuss on the 

preparation for the RAP. Finland, Sweden, Poland and Germany together with the Secretariat participated 

in the drafting group. The outcome of the drafting group is contained in Annex 4. 

The main decisions are described in the Outcome of HELCOM MONAS 20-2014. 
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Annex 4 Outcome of drafting group on the regional workshop to prepare 

for the Regional action plan on marine litter  
 

The drafting group concluded that: 

- in order to keep with the HELCOM time plan for the development of the RAP, two workshops will 

be convened, the first one in May and the second in late October 2014, as presented to HELCOM 

35. 

- that good knowledge on sources are needed to propose measures but that a good overview 

already exists in the Baltic Sea and that sources therefore do not need to be addressed at the 

workshops. However, CPs will be asked to update information on sources before the meeting.  

- indicators and harmonized protocols for the Baltic Sea are important but not needed to propose 

measures and could therefore be further developed as part of the CORESET II project.  

The group proposed the 1st planned workshop for 27-28 May should focus on: 

- Developing the structure of the RAP for marine litter in the Baltic Sea. The basis for the 

workshops could be to consider the structure of the two action plans for marine litter in the 

Mediterranean Sea and OSPAR area.  

- Proposing measures to be used as the frame for the RAP. To prepare for the meeting a 

document listing sources and common measures (from the Berlin conference on marine litter 

held in 2013) will be circulated. CPs will be asked to inform on existing and planned measures 

to address marine litter before the meeting.  

- Based on the outcome of the workshop a 0 draft of the RAP will be prepared. 

An approximate number of forty people will be invited to the workshop. Contracting parties will be asked 

to invite representatives from national authorities, NGOs and stakeholders from e.g. waste management 

sector, wastewater treatment facilities operators, shipping industry, fisheries, product design. To help them 

identify potential representatives a list with proposed contacts will provided.  

Special invitations could be used to make ensure that certain organization or experts are present at the 

workshop e.g. OSPAR and the Barcelona Convention. 
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Annex 5 List of HELCOM MONAS Contacts 

CONTRACTING PARTIES 

DENMARK 

Ms. Susanne Boutrup 

 

DCE - Danish Centre for Environment and Energy 

University of Aarhus 

Vejlsoevej 25 

DK-8600 Silkeborg 

Dir.Phone: +45 87158794 

Fax: +45 87158901 

Email: sub@dmu.dk 

 

Mr. Jens Hansen 

 

DCE – Danish Centre for Environment and Energy  

Aarhus University 

Institute of Bioscience 

Vejlsøvej 25 

DK-8600 Silkeborg 

Dir.Phone: +45 (871) 58 805 

Fax:  

Email: jwh@dmu.dk 

 

Mr. Tonny Niilonen 

 

Ministry of the Environment 

Danish Nature Agency 

Water Planning and Marine Environment 

Haraldsgade 53 

DK-2100 Copenhagen Ö 

Dir.Phone: +45 72544866 

Fax: +45 39279899 

Email: tonny@nst.dk 

 

Mr. Lars M. Svendsen 

Chair of HELCOM LOAD; Vice-Chair of 
HELCOM MONAS 

DCE - Danish Centre for Environment and Energy 

Aarhus University  

Vejlsoevej 25 

DK-8600 Silkeborg 

Dir.Phone: +45 87158795 

Fax: +45 87158901 

Email: lms@dmu.dk 

 

ESTONIA 

Mr. Kaspar Anderson 

 

Ministry of the Environment 

Marine Environment Department 

Narva mnt 7A 

EE-15172 Tallinn 

Dir.Phone: +372 6262990 

Fax: +372 6262801 

Email: kaspar.anderson@envir.ee 

 

Mr. Andres Jaanus 

 

Estonian Marine Institute  

Tartu University 

Mäealuse 14 

EE-12618 Tallinn 

Dir.Phone: +372 6718974 

Fax: +372 6718976 

Email: andres@sea.ee 

 

Mr. Urmas Lips 

 

Marine Systems Institute at Tallinn University of 
Technology 

Akademia tee 15a 

EE-12618 Tallinn 

Dir.Phone: +372 6204304 

Fax: 3726204301 

Email: urmas.lips@msi.ttu.ee 

 

Mr. Georg Martin 

 

Estonian Marine Institute 

University of Tartu 

Mäealuse 14 

EE-12618 Tallinn 

Dir.Phone: +372 6718936 

Fax: +372 6718900 

Email: georg.martin@ut.ee 

 

Mr. Marek Nurmik 

 

Ministry of the Environment 

Marine Environment Department 

Narva mnt 7a 

EE-15172 Tallinn 

Dir.Phone: +372 (5770) 3047 

Fax:  

Email: marek.nurmik@envir.ee 

 

Mr. Silver Vahtra 

 

Ministry of the Environment 

Marine Environment Dept. 

Narva mnt. 7a 

EE-15172 Tallinn 

Dir.Phone: +372 6262987 

Fax: +372 6262801 

Email: silver.vahtra@envir.ee 

 

EUROPEAN COMMISSION 

Mr. Enrico Barbone 

 

DG Joint Research Centre 

Institute for Environment and Sustainability (IES) 

Water Resources Unit (Unit H.01) 

Via E. Fermi 2749, Building 46 (TP 460) 

I-21027 Ispra (VA) 

Dir.Phone: +39 (0332) 78 9206 

Fax:  

Email: 
enrico.barbone@jrc.ec.europa.eu 
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Mr. Jeroen Casaer 

 

European Commission 

DG Environment 

Unit D2: Marine Environment and Water Industry 

BU9 04/115 

B-1049 Brussels 

Dir.Phone: +32 22921392 

Fax:  

Email: 
Jeroen.CASAER@ec.europa.eu 

 

Mr. David Connor 

 

European Commission 

DG Environment  

Unit C.2  

Marine Environment & Water Industries 

BU9 04/106 

B-1049-Brussels 

Dir.Phone: +32 22990391 

Fax: +3222979697  

Email: 
David.CONNOR@ec.europa.eu 

 

Mr. Nicolas Hoepffner 

 

European Commission - Joint Research Center 

Institute for Environment and Sustainability  

Global Environment Monitoring Unit, TP272 

I-21027 Ispra (Va) 

Dir.Phone: +39 0332789873 

Fax: +39 (0332) 789034 

Email: 
nicolas.hoepffner@jrc.ec.europa.eu 

 

Ms. Aurore Maillet 

 

European Commission 

DG Environment 

Unit C2 - Marine Environment & Water Industry 

BU5-4/196 

Avenue de Beaulieu 5 

B-1049 Brussels 

Dir.Phone: +32 22950117 

Fax:  

Email: Aurore.Maillet@ec.europa.eu 

 

FINLAND 

Mr. Pekka Alenius 

 

Finnish Meteorological Institute 

Marine Research 

P.O. Box 503 

FI-00101 Helsinki 

Dir.Phone: +358 504392887 

Fax:  

Email: pekka.alenius@fmi.fi 

 

Ms. Anna-Stiina Heiskanen 

Chair of HELCOM MONAS 

Finnish Environment Institute (SYKE) 

P.O. Box 140 

FI-00251 Helsinki 

Dir.Phone: +358 408258188 

Fax: +358 204902291 

Email: anna-
stiina.heiskanen@ymparisto.fi 

 

Ms. Tarja Ikäheimonen 

Chair of HELCOM MORS EG 

STUK - Radiation and Nuclear Safety Authority 

Laippatie 4 

P.O. Box 14 

FI-00881 Helsinki 

Dir.Phone: +358 400811254 

Fax: +358 975988498 

Email: tarja.ikaheimonen@stuk.fi 

 

Mr. Seppo Knuuttila 

Senior Research Scientist 

Finnish Environment Institute (SYKE) 

P.O. Box 140 

FI-00251 Helsinki 

Dir.Phone: +358 295251286 

Fax: +358 204902291 

Email: seppo.knuuttila@ymparisto.fi 

 

Mr. Antti Lappalainen 

 

Finnish Game and Fisheries Research Institute 

P.O. Box 2 

FI-00791 Helsinki 

Dir.Phone: +358 295327222 

Fax:  

Email: antti.lappalainen@rktl.fi 

 

Ms. Maiju Lehtiniemi 

 

Finnish Environment Institute (SYKE) 

P.O. Box 140 

FI-00251 Helsinki 

Dir.Phone: +358407255085  

Fax:  

Email: maiju.lehtiniemi@ymparisto.fi 

 

Mr. Juha-Markku Leppänen 

 

Finnish Environment Institute (SYKE) 

Marine Research Centre 

P.O. Box 140 

FI-00251 Helsinki 

Dir.Phone:  

Fax:  

Email: jukkis@me.com 

 

Mr. Samu Numminen 

Senior Officer 

Centre for Economic Development, Transport and 
the Environment for Southwest Finland 
Environment and Natural Resources 

PO Box 523 

FI-20101 Turku 

Dir.Phone: +358 400532092 

Fax:  

Email: samu.numminen@ely-
keskus.fi 

 

Mr. Jukka Pajala Finnish Environment Institute (SYKE) 

Marine Research Centre 

P.O. Box 140 

FI-00251 Helsinki 

Dir.Phone: +358 20610123 

Fax:  

Email: jukka.pajala@ymparisto.fi  
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Ms. Tuija Ruoho-Airola 

 

Finnish Meteorological Institute 

Air Quality 

P.O. Box 503 

FI-00101  Helsinki 

Dir.Phone: +358 503471773 

Fax: +358 29 5395403 

Email: tuija.ruoho-airola@fmi.fi 

 

Ms. Outi Setälä Finnish Environment Institute (SYKE) 

Marine Research Centre 

P.O. Box 140 

FI-00251 Helsinki 

Dir.Phone:  

Fax:  

Email: outi.setala@ymparisto.fi 

 

Mr. Janne Suomela 

 

Centre for Economic Development 

Transport and the Environment for Southwest 
Finland 

P.O. Box 523 

FI-20101 Turku 

Dir.Phone: +358 407699072 

Fax:  

Email: janne.suomela@ely-keskus.fi 

 

GERMANY 

Ms. Marina Carstens 

 

State Agency for Environment, Nature Protection 
and Geology Mecklenburg-Vorpommern 

Goldberger Str. 12 

D-18273 Güstrow 

Dir.Phone: +49 3843777334 

Fax: +49 38437779334 

Email: marina.carstens@lung.mv-
regierung.de 

 

Mr. Ulrich Claussen 

 

Federal Environment Agency 

Wörlitzer Platz 1 

D-06844 Dessau-Rosslau 

Dir.Phone: +49 34021032810 

Fax: +49 34121042810 

Email: ulrich.claussen@uba.de 

 

Ms. Barbara Frank 

 

Federal Maritime and Hydrographic Agency (BSH) 

Bernhard-Nocht-Strasse 78 

D-20359 Hamburg 

Dir.Phone: +49 4031903513 

Fax: +49 4031905000 

Email: barbara.frank@bsh.de 

 

Mr. Michael Haarich 

 

Thünen-Institute of Fisheries Ecology, Federal 
Research Institute for Rural Areas, Forestry and 
Fisheries 

Marckmannstr. 129 b Haus 4 

Hamburg 

Dir.Phone: +49 4042817612 

Fax: +49 4042817600 

Email: michael.haarich@ti.bund.de 

 

Mr. Kai Hoppe 

 

Leibniz-Institute for Baltic Sea Research 

Seestrasse 15 

D-18119 Rostock 

Dir.Phone: +493815197208  

Fax:  

Email: kai.hoppe@io-
warnemuende.de 

 

Ms. Heike Imhoff 

Chair of HELCOM GEAR 

Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature 
Conservation, Building and Nuclear Safety 

Robert-Schuman-Platz 3 

D-53175 Bonn 

Dir.Phone: +49 228993052527 

Fax: +49 228993052396 

Email: Heike.Imhoff@bmub.bund.de 

 

Ms. Uta Kraus 

 

Federal Maritime and Hydrographic Agency (BSH) 

Wuestland 2 

Hamburg 

Dir.Phone: +49 (0) 40 3190-3389 

Fax: +49 (0) 40 3190-5033 

Email: uta.kraus@bsh.de 

 

Mr. Heiko Leuchs 

 

Federal Institute of Hydrology 

Am Mainzer Tor 1 

D-56068 Koblenz 

Dir.Phone: +49 26113065468 

Fax: +49 26113065374 

Email: leuchs@bafg.de 

 

Ms. Wera Leujak 

Vice-Chair of HELCOM MONAS 

Federal Environment Agency 

Section II 2.3 

Protection of the Marine Environment 

Wörlitzer Platz 1 

D-06844 Dessau-Rosslau 

Dir.Phone: +49 34021032419 

Fax: +49 34021042419 

Email: wera.leujak@uba.de 

 

Mr. Günther Nausch 

 

Leibniz Institute for Baltic Sea Research 
Warnemünde (IOW) 

Seestrasse 15 
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Dir.Phone: +49 3815197332 

Fax: +49 3815197302 

Email: guenther.nausch@io-
warnemuende.de 

Mr. Andreas Röpke 

 

Ministry for Agriculture, Environment and 
Consumer Protection 

Mecklenburg-Vorpommern 

Marine Protection 

Paulshöher Weg 1 

Dir.Phone: +49 (385) 588 6410 

Fax: +49 (385) 588 6042 

Email: a.roepke@lu.mv-regierung.de 
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D-19061 Schwerin 

Ms. Petra Schilling 

 

Federal Environmental Agency 

Section II 2.5 

P.O. Box 330022 

Bismarckplatz 1 

D-14191 Berlin 

Dir.Phone: +49 (30) 89032647 

Fax: +49 (30) 89032965 

Email: petra.schilling@uba.de 

 

Ms. Stefanie Schmied 

 

Federal Maritime and Hydrographic Agency (BSH) 

Wuestland 2 

Hamburg 

Dir.Phone: +49 (040) 3190-3333 

Fax: +49 (0) 40 3190-5033 

Email: stefanie.schmied@bsh.de 

 

Ms. Romy Schroeder 

 

Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature 
Conservation, Building and Nuclear Safety 

P.O. Box 120629 

D-53048 Bonn 

Dir.Phone: +49 228993052525 

Fax: +49 228993052396 

Email: 
Romy.Schroeder@bmub.bund.de 

 

Ms. Nardine Stybel 

 

The Coastal Union Germany (EUCC-D) 

Seestrasse 15 

D-18119 Rostock 

Dir.Phone: +49 (381) 519 7297 

Fax: +49 (381) 579 7211 

Email: stybel@eucc-d.de 

 

Ms. Antje Ullrich 

 

Federal Environment Agency 

Section II 2.2 (Discharges and Inputs to surface 
waters) 

Wörlitzer Platz 1 

D-06844 Dessau-Rosslau 

Dir.Phone: +49 34021032956 

Fax: +49 34021042956 

Email: antje.ullrich@uba.de 

 

Mr. Joachim Voss 

 

State Agency for Agriculture, Environment and 
Rural Areas of Schleswig-Holstein 
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D-24220 Flintbek 

Dir.Phone: +49 4347704443 

Fax: +49 4347704402 

Email: joachim.voss@llur.landsh.de 

 

LATVIA 

Mr. Juris Aigars 

 

Latvian Institute of Aquatic Ecology 

Daugavgrivas 8 

LV-1048 Riga 

Dir.Phone: 371 67601995 

Fax: +371 67601995 

Email: juris.aigars@lhei.lv 

Ms. Baiba Zasa 

 

Ministry of Environmental Protection and Regional 
Development 

Department of Environmental Protection 

Peldu Str. 25 

LV-1494 Riga 

Dir.Phone: +371 67026910 

Fax: +371 67820442 

Email: baiba.zasa@varam.gov.lv 

 

LITHUANIA 

Ms. Agne Kniezaite 

 

Ministry of the Environment of Lithuania 

Water Department 

Water Policy Division 

A. Jaksto Str. 4/9 

LT-01105 Vilnius 

Dir.Phone: +370 70663482 

Fax: +370 52663663 

Email: a.kniezaite@am.lt 

 

Mr. Dalius Krinickas 

 

Ministry of the Environment of Lithuania 

A. Jaksto str. 4/9 

LT-01105 Vilnius 

Dir.Phone: +370 70663521 

Fax: +370 70663663 

Email: d.krinickas@am.lt 

Ms. Aiste Kubiliute 

 

Environmental Protection Agency 

Marine Research Department 

Data Management and Programmes Division 

Taikos Av. 26 

LT-91222 Klaipeda 

Dir.Phone: +370 46410456 
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Environmental Protection Agency 
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Ms. Semeena Valiyaveetil 
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Norwegian Meteorological Institute 

Research and Development  Department 
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N-0313 Olso 

Dir.Phone: +47 22963303 

Fax: +47 22963050 

Email: semeenav@met.no 
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Mr. Wojciech Kraśniewski 

 

Institute of Meteorology and Water Management 
NRI 
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ul. Waszyngtona 42 

PL-81 342 Gdynia 

Dir.Phone: +48 586288261 

Fax: +48 586288163 
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Institute of Meteorology and Water Management, 
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Ms. Malgorzata Marciniewicz-Mykieta 

 

Chief Inspectorate for Environmental Protection 

Dept. of Monitoring and Environmental Information 

Wawelska Str. 52/54 

PL-00 922 Warsaw 

Dir.Phone: +48 228254730 

Fax: +48 228254129 

Email: m.marciniewicz@gios.gov.pl 

 

RUSSIA 

Ms. Tatjana Eremina 

 

Russian State Hydrometeorological University 

Prosveshenija pr., 20/25, 340 

Saint-Petersburg 

Dir.Phone: 79213438954 

Fax: +7 8124446090 

Email: tanya.er@gmail.com 

Ms. Marina Kazmina 

 

Neva Ladoga Basin Water Agency 

Vasilieevskiy Island 

Sredniy pr. 26 

St. Petersburg 

Dir.Phone: +7 9217826159 

Fax: +7 8123287671 

Email: mvKazmina@nlbvu.spb.ru 

 

Mr. Leonid Korovin 

Chair of HELCOM LAND 

Saint-Petersburg Public Organization  "Ecology 
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P.O. Box 66 
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Dir.Phone: +7 8124306860 

Fax: +7 8124309305 

Email: korovinl@helcom.ru 

 

Mr. Alexander Korshenko 
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Dir.Phone: +7 4992465587 

Fax: +7 4992467288 

Email: korshenko@mail.ru 

SWEDEN 
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Swedish Meteorological and Hydrological Institute 
(SMHI) 
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S-426 71 Västra Frölunda, Gothenburg 

Dir.Phone: +46 317518973 

Fax: +46 317518980 

Email: pia.andersson@smhi.se 
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Swedish Agency for Marine and Water 
Management 

Gullbergs Strandgata 15 

Box 11 930 

SE-404 39 Gothenburg 

Dir.Phone: +46 (0) 10 698 6026 

Fax:  

Email: philip.axe@havochvatten.se 

 

Ms. Gunilla Ejdung 

 

Swedish Agency for Marine and Water 
Management 

Box 11 930 

SE-404 39 Göteborg 

Dir.Phone: +46 (10) 698 62 88 

Fax:  

Email: 
gunilla.ejdung@havochvatten.se 

 

Mr. Bertil Håkansson 

Head of Unit 

Swedish Agency for Marine and Water 
Management 

Division for Environmental Monitoring 
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Göteborg 

Dir.Phone: +46 (10) 698 60 14 

Fax:  

Email: 
bertil.hakansson@havochvatten.se 

 

Ms. Elisabeth Sahlsten 

 

Swedish Agency for Marine and Water 
Management 
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SE-404 39 Gothenburg 

Dir.Phone: +46 (10) 698 6311 

Fax:  

Email: 
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OBSERVERS 

ASCOBANS  

Mr. Robert Hepworth 

 

ASCOBANS  

CMS/ASCOBANS Secretariat 

UN Campus Bonn 

Hermann-Ehlers-Strasse 10 

D-53113 Bonn 

Dir.Phone: +49 2288152410 

Fax: +49 2288152440 

Email: rhepworth@cms.int 

 

BALTIC PORTS ORGANIZATION (BPO) 

Mr. Bogdan Oldakowski 

 

Baltic Ports Organization (BPO) 

BPO Secretariat 

c/o Actia Forum Ltd 

ul. Pulaskiego 8 

PL-81 368 Gdynia 

Dir.Phone: +48 502559631 

Fax: +48 586272427 

Email: bpo.sg@actiaforum.pl 

 

EUROGOOS OFFICE 

Mr. Hans Dahlin 

 

EuroGOOS Office 

 

S-601 76 Norrköping 

Dir.Phone: +46 114958305 

Fax: +46 114958001 

Email: hans.dahlin@eurogoos.eu 

 

EUROPEAN COMMUNITY SHIPOWNERS' ASSOCIATION (ECSA) 

Mr. Benoit Loicq 

 

European Community Shipowners' 
Association (ECSA) 

rue Ducale, 67 Box 2 

B-1000 Brussels 

Dir.Phone: +32 25113940 

Fax: +32 25118092 

Email: loicq@ecsa.eu 

 

EUROPEAN ENVIRONMENT AGENCY 

Ms. Trine Christiansen 

 

European Environment Agency 

Kongens Nytorv 6 

DK-1050 Copenhagen K 

Dir.Phone: +45 33367244 

Fax: +45 33367151 

Email: trine.christiansen@eea.europa.eu 

Ms. Eva Royo Gelabert 

 

European Environment Agency 

Project Manager Marine Assessments 

Kongens Nytorv 6 

DK-1050 Copenhagen K 

Dir.Phone: +45 33367196 

Fax:  

Email: Eva.Gelabert@eea.europa.eu 

 

EUROPEAN UNION FOR COASTAL CONSERVATION 

 EUCC  

 

European Union for Coastal Conservation 

 

 

Dir.Phone:  

Fax:  

Email: eucc@eucc-d.de 

INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL FOR THE EXPLORATION OF THE SEA (ICES) 

Mr. Sebastian Valanko 

 

International Council for the Exploration of the 
Sea (ICES) 

H.C. Andersens Boulevard 44-46 

DK-1553 Copenhagen V 

Dir.Phone: +45 33386784 

Fax: +45 33934215 

Email: Sebastian.valanko@ices.dk 

 

Ms. Michala Ovens 

 

International Council for the Exploration of the 
Sea (ICES) 

H.C. Andersens Boulevard 44-46 

DK-1553 Copenhagen V 

Dir.Phone: +45 33386738 

Fax: +45 33934215 

Email: michala@ices.dk 
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CONSULTANTS 

BALTIC NEST INSTITUTE 

Mr. Bo Gustafsson 

 

Baltic Nest Institute 

Stockholm University 

Baltic Sea Centre 

SE-106 91 Stockholm 

Dir.Phone: +46 737078603 

Fax:  

Email: bo.gustafsson@su.se 

 

EMEP  

Wenche Aas 

 

EMEP/NILU 

Chemical Coordination Centre 

P.O. Box 100 

N-2027 Kjeller 

Dir.Phone: +47 63898000 

Fax: +47 63898050 

Email: Wenche.Aas@nilu.no 

 

Mr. Jerzy Bartnicki 

 

EMEP MSC-W 

Meteorological Synthesizing Centre-West of 
EMEP 

Norwegian Meteorological Institute 

P.O. Box 43, Blindern 

N-0313 Oslo 

Dir.Phone: +47 (22) 963000 

Fax: +47 22963380 

Email: jerzy.bartnicki@met.no 

 

Mr. Sergey Dutchak 

 

EMEP MSC-E 

Meteorological Synthesizing Centre 

Krasina pereulok, 16/1, room 714 

RU-123056 Moscow 

Dir.Phone: +7 4959811566 

Fax: +7 4959811566 

Email: sergey.dutchak@msceast.org 

 

Ms. Semeena Valiyaveetil 
Shamsudheen 

 

Norwegian Meteorological Institute 

Research and Development  Department 

P.O.Box 43  Blindern 

N-0313 Olso 

Dir.Phone: +47 22963303 

Fax: +47 22963050 

Email: semeenav@met.no 

 

Ms. Marina Varygina 

 

EMEP MSC-E 

Meteorological Synthesizing Centre 

2nd Roshchinsky proezd, 8/5, room 207 

Dir.Phone:  

Fax: +7 (495) 956 19 44 

Email: marina.varygina@msceast.org 

FINNISH ENVIRONMENT INSTITUTE (SYKE) 

Mr. Pekka Kotilainen 

 

Finnish Environment Institute (SYKE) 

Marine Research Centre 

Mechelininkatu 34a 

P.O. Box 140 

FI-00251 Helsinki 

Dir.Phone: +358 295251317 

Fax: +358 954902290 

Email: pekka.kotilainen@ymparisto.fi 

 

ICES 

Mr. Neil Holdsworth 

 

ICES 

H C Andersens Boulevard 44-46 

DK-1553 Copenhagen V 

Dir.Phone: +45 33386718 

Fax:  

Email: NeilH@ices.dk 

STUK - RADIATION AND NUCLEAR SAFETY AUTHORITY 

Mr. Vesa-Pekka Vartti 

 

STUK - Radiation and Nuclear Safety 
Authority 

Laippatie 4 

P.O. Box 14 

FI-00881 Helsinki 

Dir.Phone: +358 400415481 

Fax: +358 975988498 

Email: vesa-pekka.vartti@stuk.fi 
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Annex 6 List of documents 
 

Document 
no. 

Title Submitted by 

1-1 Provisional Agenda Secretariat 

1-2 Provisional Annotated Agenda Secretariat 

2-1 Extracts from recent HELCOM meetings of relevance for MONAS Secretariat 

2-2 Directions and solutions for streamlined HELCOM activities Secretariat 

2-3 Roadmap of HELCOM activities on Ecosystem Approach Secretariat 

2-4 Extract from HELCOM GEAR 6-2014 Secretariat 

3-1 Modification of the division of Archipelago Sea in the HELCOM 
division of sub-basins and coastal areas 

Finland 

4-1 Progress with the Baltic Sea Pilot Project: Testing new concepts for 
integrated environmental monitoring of the Baltic Sea (BALSAM) 

Project Coordinator 

4-2 Progress of the project for the Revision of HELCOM monitoring 
programmes (HELCOM MORE)  

Project Coordinator 

5-1 Progress of the Project for operationalization of HELCOM core 
indicators (CORESET II) 

Project Manager 

5-2 Management of anthropogenic underwater noise  EU LIFE+ project BIAS 

5-3 Progress of the project Making the HELCOM eutrophication 
assessment operational (EUTRO-OPER) 

Secretariat 

5-4 Marine Litter in the Baltic Sea: sources, monitoring approaches, 
possible common indicators and first lines of thinking on measures 

Germany 

5-5 Input from WWF Poland to the thematic session on marine litter WWF Poland 

6-1 Progress with the activities of HELCOM LOAD expert group and PLC 
projects 

Secretariat 

6-2 HOLAS II draft project description Secretariat 

7-1 List of HELCOM MONAS contacts  Secretariat 

7-2 Draft revised HELCOM Guidelines for Management of Dredged 
Material at Sea 

Lead countries 
Lithuania and 
Germany and the 
Secretariat 

7-2-Corr.1 Draft revised HELCOM Guidelines for Management of Dredged 
Material at Sea 

Lead countries 
Lithuania and 
Germany and the 
Secretariat 
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Annex 7 List of presentations 
 

Presentation no. Title Submitted by 

1 Directions and solutions for streamlined HELCOM 
activities 

Ms. Ulla Li Zweifel, HELCOM 
Secretariat 

2 Progress in the project for the Revision of HELCOM 
monitoring programmes (HELCOM MORE) 

Manuel Frias, Project 
Coordinator 

3 Progress of the project Making the HELCOM 
eutrophication assessment operational (EUTRO-OPER) 

Ms. Vivi Fleming-Lehtinen, 
Project Manager 

4 Progress of the Project for operationalization of 
HELCOM core indicators (CORESET II) 

Ms. Lena Avellan, Project 
Manager 

5 Development of Baltic Sea underwater noise indicators 
based on MSFD Descriptor 11 and work being carried 
out by TSG noise 

Mr. Jukka Pajala, Finland 

6 Information about the effects of noise on biodiversity, 
the activities of the BIAS project and OSPAR 

Mr. Peter Sigray, BIAS 
Project Coordinator, Sweden 

7 Background report on marine Litter in the Baltic Sea: 
sources, monitoring approaches, possible common 
indicators and first lines of thinking on measures 

Ms. Stefanie Werner, 
Germany 

8 Marine litter monitoring and research in the Baltic Sea Ms. Marta Ruiz, HELCOM 
Secretariat 

9 Progress with the activities of the Expert Group on 
follow-up of national progress towards reaching BSAP 
nutrient reduction targets (HELCOM LOAD) and 
pollution load compilation (PLC) related projects 

Mr. Lars M. Svendsen, Chair 
of HELCOM LOAD, Denmark 

10 Proposed project for elaboration of a second HELCOM 
holistic assessment 

Ms. Ulla Li Zweifel, HELCOM 
Secretariat 

11 Draft revised HELCOM Guidelines for Management of 
Dredged Material at Sea 

Mr. Mikhail Durkin, HELCOM 
Secretariat 

 


